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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

The Academy of Vocal Arts’ resident artists are expected

to be avail  able for a full daytime schedule consisting of,

but not limited to:

—

S T U D I E S  I N  O P E R A

•  V O I C E  L E S S O N S  

One lesson per week or equivalent is offered with
the artist’s major voice instructor. 

•  C O A C H I N G  A N D  R E P E R T O I R E

A faculty of conductors and coaches works with
singers, individually and in ensemble, to prepare not
only operatic roles, but also arias, song, and orato-
rio literature. Elements of coaching include: pitch
and tuning, rhythm, language and style, harmony
and expression.

—

L A N G U A G E S

•  F R E N C H  1 ,  G E R M A N  1 ,  I T A L I A N  1  

Introductions to French, German and Italian with
emphasis on basic pronunciation leading towards
conversation, and correct stage pronunciation of
spoken dialogue. Basic vocabulary and fundamen-
tal grammatical concepts are studied as well as the
ability to translate using a dictionary and supple-

mental resource materials which examine phonetics
and phonemics, open and closed vowels, and spe-
cial poetic constructions. 

•  F R E N C H  2 ,  G E R M A N  2 ,  I T A L I A N  2  

An enhancement of the skills attained in the first
year of language study by increasing the level of lan-
guage sophistication through added complexity of
grammar and vocabulary.

•  S P A N I S H  A N D  R U S S I A N

An introduction to basic grammar; the study of pho-
netic diction, pronunciation and vocabulary; the
translation of specific operatic and song repertoire
as needed for the performance season.

•  E N G L I S H  A S  A  S E C O N D  L A N G U A G E

Classes are offered to those international resident
artists requiring greater proficiency in English with
emphasis on individual needs for AVA course work
and a career in performing arts. Listening and
speaking skills are the primary focus. Lessons are
structured to teach basic and intermediate gram-
mar, vocabulary, and pronunciation to develop con-
versation skills. As resident artists progress, the con-
tent of reading, composition, and conversation is
drawn increasingly from materials related to profes-
sional training and performance contexts. Extensive
individual attention is a key element of this class.

Vocal and Opera Performance Training Program

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The objective of The Academy of Vocal Arts is to ensure that a student will be a thinking artist who is self-sufficient both musi-

cally and dramatically, knowledgeable about the field of opera and voice, well-prepared in foreign languages, and able to pursue

a career in the world’s great opera houses. Performances of operas, art song, and oratorio give each student the opportunity to

learn masterworks under the supervision of an outstanding faculty, and to perform them in venues open to the public and

reviewed by music critics. 

The full course of study at The Academy of Vocal Arts is four years. It should be emphasized that all training is directed towards

preparation for a career in singing rather than toward the fulfillment of set academic requirements or a career as a teacher. As

in a professional opera theater, the actual ability and diligence of a singer is often given more weight than seniority when casting

decisions are made. Further, the assignment and performance of specific roles must be considered within the context of AVA’s

overall instructional program, the foundation of which is the detailed study of operatic literature. Each role assigned to a singer

is a significant portion of this learning process. However, no guarantee is made that a singer will necessarily perform a role which

he/ she has been assigned or has prepared.

At this time, no degrees are granted, but artist diplomas, which are designed to be equivalent to a master of fine arts in opera

performance (MFA), are awarded to those whom The Academy believes are ready for operatic and concert careers.



—

P E R F O R M A N C E  S T U D I E S

•  P E R F O R M A N C E  C L A S S

A sixty-minute master class format is taught week-
ly by the music director and professional coaching
faculty, except during production periods. This
class focuses on the technique and style of each
individual singer and explores specific repertoire
issues in selected sessions.

•  S T A G E  C O M B AT

Throughout the year, classes are held for Year 1
and 2 artists by a recognized master of the field.
This course is designed to teach freedom of move-
ment, self-defense, and facility of motion. Artists
study stage combat technique, postures, correct
use of knives, swords, and other weaponry.

•  M O V E M E N T  A N D  D A N C E

Throughout the year, classes are held for Year 1
and 2 artists designed to express a wide range of
characters and emotions, to improve body image,
physical dexterity and health, and to develop relax-
ation techniques. Specific dance styles appropriate
to the operatic repertoire are studied, such as the
waltz, gavotte, polonaise, and minuet.

•  S T A G E  T E C H N I Q U E S

This is a year-long class for 1st and 2nd year stu-
dents. The first semester is designed to teach the
artist basic stage knowledge, body awareness on
stage and physical warm-up techniques to main-
tain health and prevent injury. During the 2nd
semester, the students start to explore character
physicalities that can be integrated into their per-
formance.

—

O T H E R  R E L A T E D  S T U D I E S

•  H I S T O R Y  O F  O P E R A

This course is a study of the growth of the operatic
form from the Camerata of 1597 to the mid-twenti-
eth century, divided into three periods: 1) Pre-
Mozart and Mozart, 2) The Italians-Verdi, Puccini,
et. al., and 3) French, German, and contemporary
styles. 

•  H I S T O R Y  O F  S I N G E R S

This course is a study of the great singers of the
eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries;
singers who premiered the important roles of these
periods, and famous lieder singers.

•  O R AT O R I O  P R E P A R AT I O N

In individual and group rehearsals, and master
classes with prominent performing artists, resident
artists are instructed in the proper musical style
and technique for oratorio performance. 

•  S O L F È G E  

This course is offered to singers who are not yet
adept at sight-singing and continued for as long as
necessary.

•  P I A N O

Piano instruction is given to those who have had lit-
tle or no piano training, and is designed to enable
them to learn their vocal music more intelligently
and quickly, as well as to play simple accompani-
ments.

•  C A R E  O F  T H E  P R O F E S S I O N A L  V O I C E

Detailed lectures in the science of the singing and
speaking voice are presented by fully qualified
physicians and clinical specialists.

•  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

Former artists’ manager and opera consultant Thor
Eckert provides one-on-one audition preparation
and advice on career development.

•  O P E R A  A P P R E C I AT I O N

In order to develop skills in artistic appreciation,
AVA encourages artists to attend all performances
presented by AVA Opera Theatre, and provides the
following opportunities:

– Passes for Opera Company of Philadelphia per-
formances

– Passes for a variety of world-renowned orches-
tras, music societies, and solo artists in recital,
including the Philadelphia Orchestra, Chamber
Orchestra of Philadelphia, and the Philadelphia
Chamber Music Society
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The Academy of Vocal Arts admits artists of any race, sex, religion,

national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and

activities generally accorded or made available to resident artists at

the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, reli-

gion, disability, national or ethnic origin in the administration of its

educational policies, employment policies, admissions policies, or

school-administered programs.

F I N A N C I A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

All singers are granted full-tuition scholarships. These scholarships

are awarded for a three-month probationary period, and thereafter

on a yearly basis. Merit-based fellowship grants are available each

year to offset the cost of living expenses while attending AVA. In

2009/2010, fellowships included:

• Bucks County Opera Association Fellowship

• Joseph Cairns Jr. and Ernestine Bacon Cairns

Memorial Fellowship (2)

• Jeannine Bouchard Cowles Fellowship

• Sally Paxson Davis Fellowship

• Charlotte H. DeSerio Fellowship

• Placido Domingo Fellowship

• Garrigues Foundation Fellowship (3)

• Giardiniera Fellowship

• Gordon K. Greenfield Fellowship, established by the 

Albert M. Greenfield Foundation

• Sim Kessler Memorial Fellowship

• Ariel G. Loewy Fellowship

• Charlotte and Mackie MacLean Fellowship

• Robert Merrill Fellowship

• Millennium Fellowship

• James Morris Fellowship

• New Century Fellowship

• John A. Nyheim Fellowship

• Christel M. Nyheim Fellowship

• Dorothy A. Palamara Fellowship

• Adele W. Paxson Fellowship

• Ann B. Ritt Fellowship

• Celia Mones Rudolph Fellowship

• South Jersey Opera Association Fellowship

• Ruth Ann Swenson Fellowship

F I N A N C I A L  A I D  
A P P L I C A T I O N  M A T E R I A L S

AVA is accredited by the National Association of Schools of Music,

and as such is now approved for participation in Title IV Federal

Loan Program. This allows current domestic students to defer pay-

ments on outstanding student loans, and to apply for Stafford Loans

while attending AVA. Foreign students are not eligible for Title IV

support, and they are unable to work in the United States except in

limited cases of “practical study,” whereby they may accept singing

jobs such as the Santa Fe Apprentice Artist Program. 

If you are accepted to AVA and wish to apply for financial aid you

may obtain and complete a 2010/2011 Free Application for Federal

Student Assistance (FAFSA) by calling the Federal Student Aid

Information Center at 1-800-433-3243, or by visiting the FAFSA

website at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov. You may also obtain this form

from your current college or university financial aid office. To apply

for Federal Student Aid you must provide financial aid transcripts

from all colleges or universities you have attended, whether or not
you received financial assistance. When completing the FAFSA,

applicants will need to include the Title IV School Code for The

Academy of Vocal Arts, which is 0033533 (00).

•  E N T R A N C E  A N D  E X I T  C O U N S E L I N G :

Online entrance and exit counseling for Stafford Loans is pro-
vided by AES/PHEAA in the web site www.aessuccess.org.
Entrance counseling is required prior to the approval of the first
loan, and Exit counseling is required immediately prior to grad-
uation, or immediately after cessation of enrollment.

•  F E D E R A L  L O A N S  A P P L I C AT I O N S

V E R I F I C AT I O N  P O L I C Y :

The Academy will conduct verification of the information con-
tained in the loan application on all applications selected for
verification by the Department of Education. In addition, the
Student Aid Officer processing the loan applications may select
any application for verification for reasons of discrepancies,
conflicting information, incomplete information, or any other
criteria consistent with the applicable Department of Education
guidelines. A loan application selected for verification will not
be finalized until the process is complete.

•  F E D E R A L  L O A N  F U N D S  R E T U R N  P O L I C Y

Federal Loan funds may be returned by a student at any time
during the period of the loan, and the portion returned will be
cancelled from his loan. The loan of a student who leaves the
Academy, falls below academic eligibility or fails to meet atten-
dance requirements for a full-time student, as defined in The
Federal Title IV Regulations, will be cancelled effective the 
date of his change of status and no further disbursement of
funds will be made. Federal loans are disbursed pursuant to 
a schedule of completion of the required Program of Study
hours. Therefore, any overaward resulting from a student’s
incompletion of the required hours of the Program of Studies at

14
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the time of his/her change of status will be subject to a demand
for the immediate refund of the over-awarded funds. The
Student Aid Officer will prepare the required computations and
inform the student immediately upon notification of a change of
status. The return of funds will be made not later than 30 days
after the change of status.

Although AVA resident artists do not pay tuition, they are responsi-

ble for their own daily living expenses and securing their own living

arrangements. The Academy is located one block south of

Rittenhouse Square, a historic residential area in Center City

Philadelphia. Grocery and convenience stores, laundromats, phar-

macies, bookshops, hardware stores, restaurants, health clubs, and

clothing stores can all be found within a few blocks of The

Academy. 

Most resident artists live alone or with roommates in numerous

apartment and boarding houses in the immediate vicinity, as there

are no dormitories at AVA. Estimated monthly costs of living in

Philadelphia for a nine-month period are: 

Items Per Month

Rent $ 900

Electric/gas/water $ 125

Cellphone $ 30

Food $ 350

Laundry/Dry Cleaning $ 40

Personal recreation $ 50

Books and music $ 175

Miscellaneous $ 100

Monthly Subtotal $ 1,770

Approx. 9-Month Total $ 15,930

I N S U R A N C E

The Academy of Vocal Arts does not provide either medical or per-

sonal property insurance. It is strongly recommended that each

artist subscribe to a health plan. Personal belongings should be

kept in lockers (provided by AVA) for security. Contact your local

insurance agent to see if losses are covered by personal or family

policies.

E M P L O Y M E N T

Singers are encouraged to seek outside professional solo engage-

ments, and are also permitted to augment their income by filling

positions as soloists in church and synagogue choirs. On the other

hand, it is the firm belief of The Academy’s faculty that extensive

singing in professional choirs may be injurious to the voice and

adversely affect the singer’s work and progress at The Academy. In

most cases, foreign students will not be eligible for employment in

the U.S. International students may apply under the SEVIS system

for practical training programs. A Form I-765 must be submitted to

the Immigration and Naturalization Service for approval of such work.

L I B R A R Y

The AVA library has a selective collection comprised of opera vocal

scores, song and aria collections, a limited number of light opera,

musical comedy and oratorio scores, resource materials, opera

videos and CDs, as well as an extensive recording collection of the

late music critic Max DeSchaunsee. 

A C A D E M I C  C A L E N D A R  

All accepted artists are enrolled for an entire academic year consist-

ing of two semesters in a nine-month period beginning on the first

Monday after Labor Day and ending on approximately the third

Friday in May. AVA does not offer summer programs or other cours-

es of study during June, July, or August.

A T T E N D A N C E

Resident artists are expected to attend all classes, lessons, and

required rehearsals. Promptness is required in all cases. Absences

or repeated tardiness may result in a failing grade, or in extreme

cases, dismissal from The Academy. All classroom courses will have

attendance policies established by the instructor, in accordance

with school policy. Absences are forgiven when they are caused by

special rehearsals scheduled for performance. Such rehearsals are

announced to the instructor, by the administration, in advance.

R E L E A S E S

Before accepting any outside engagement, whether during

rehearsals and classes or not, the singer must obtain a written

release first from his/her voice instructor and then from both the

executive and music directors. No releases will be given during the

final month of rehearsing an opera, or during the run of perform-

ances, to those singers performing in that production. 

A T T I R E

All resident artists are required to own concert attire (long dress or

full-length skirt and top with sleeves for women; tuxedo and dark suit

for men). At all times artists are expected to dress in attire appropri-

ate to their position as resident artists and performers.

R E L E A S E  O F  T R A N S C R I P T S

Requests for transcripts must be made in writing. Official tran       -

scripts will be released only to an outside agency. There is no fee for

a transcript. The Academy of Vocal Arts adheres to the Family

Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974.

S T U D E N T  H A N D B O O K

Additional rules and regulations of The Academy of Vocal Arts are

outlined in the Student Handbook, which all students receive on the

first day of the school year. Students may be subject to dismissal at

any time for failure to adhere to the rules of The Academy as stat-

ed in the Student Handbook. 

A D D I T I O N A L  F E E S

In addition to purchasing piano/vocal scores, all students will be

required to purchase textbooks and workbooks for language class-

es as well as texts, if required, for opera history, etc.

General Information, Policies, and Regulations
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S C H O L A S T I C  S T A N D I N G

Resident artists who do not maintain a GPA of 3.0 or better will receive letters of warn-

ing. This letter will encourage them to correct the problem, and alert them to potential

disciplinary action. Artists not maintaining the required average will be subject to loss

of financial assistance and potential dismissal from the program. If a singer fails to

complete the required number of credit hours by the end of four years he/she cannot

be granted the Artist Diploma. The program allows for the possibility of completing the

requirements in three years and receiving the Artist Diploma. It does not preclude com-

pleting four years; any artist could remain the entire four years regardless of comple-

tion of these requirements. Singers performing roles with professional opera companies

would receive credit towards opera performance, but would not be eligible for any other

credits while absent.

In addition to the courses which receive credits, all students will be required to par-

ticipate in non-credit activities, specifically art song recitals, oratorio programs, and any

other performance activity required, including opera chorus.

Students may be placed under probation or dismissed for an attitude or deportment

which conflicts with the standards of The Academy, for violations of school policies

concerning sexual harassment, for violating local ordinances, or if by remaining in the

school they endanger their health or the health of others.

E X A M I N A T I O N S  A N D  J U R I E S

The Academy of Vocal Arts’ entrance test assesses the artist’s knowledge of piano,

solfège, theory and harmony, and music history, including the history of opera and the

important singers of each epoch. The test results are evaluated by the faculty and the

executive director, who then determine the course of action needed to raise any artist’s

level of musical proficiency and knowledge.

Because of AVA’s intimate size and scope, resident artists receive continuous feed-

back from the music faculty. Performances and competency are evaluated by the fac-

ulty for musical accuracy of pitch and rhythm, linguistic abilities in foreign languages,

interpretive freedom, ability to communicate with the audience, as well as proficiency

in vocal technique, clarity of tone, and overall vocal progress. Each of these areas is

monitored over the period of the artist’s study at AVA. Semi-annual reviews are sched-

uled to discuss all of the above as well as role assignments, career options, and any

other issues pertaining to their career and performance at The Academy of Vocal Arts. 

Comprehensive evaluations, which include performance reviews and course grades,

take place at the end of school year. Resident artists will be required to take examina-

tions in the following courses: all languages, opera history and history of singers, music

theory and piano. All performances are reviewed by the faculty. In cases where insuf-

ficient progress is being made, the singer will be notified in writing as such, and cor-

rective suggestions will be made to help avoid disciplinary action.

All graduating artists must prepare a full-length recital of representative works from

the major historic periods and styles of vocal literature. Excerpts from these recitals will

be selected by the music faculty to be presented by the graduates in a final public per-

formance on the occasion of their graduation. 

AVA IS A NON-DEGREE-GRANTING INSTITUTION ACCREDITED BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS OF MUSIC. THE ARTIST

DIPLOMA IS DESIGNED TO BE THE EQUIVALENT IN STANDARDS TO A MASTER OF FINE ARTS IN OPERA PERFORMANCE (MFA). 

M I N I M U M  C O U R S E
R E Q U I R E M E N T  

(actual clock hours)

•  V O C A L  S T U D I E S
Voice lessons 180 hours

Coaching 720 hours

Languages 180 hours

•  P E R F O R M A N C E  S T U D I E S
Performance class 150 hours

Movement/Dance 60 hours

Stage combat 60 hours

Opera performance 240 hours

•  O T H E R  R E L AT E D  S T U D I E S
Opera history 60 hours

History of singers 30 hours

Oratorio seminar 30 hours

Professional development 60 hours

Voice science seminar 30 hours

T O T A L  H O U R S  
required for Artist Diploma 1800 hours

Semesters are designated as Fall
(September through December) and 
Spring (January through May).

G R A D I N G  S Y S T E M

A 4.0

A- 3.7

B+ 3.3 

B 3.0

B- 2.7

C+ 2.3

C 2.0

C- 1.7

D 1.0

F .0 

O T H E R  G R A D E S :

AUD Audit

EX Exempt

INC Incomplete

P Pass

W/P Withdrawn/ Passing

W/F Withdrawn/Failing

F Fail 

Artist Diploma
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AVA Entrance Requirements
A P P L I C A T I O N  A N D  A U D I T I O N

The Academy of Vocal Arts accepts singers on a full-

tuition scholarship basis only. Most of AVA’s artists

matriculate from renowned music schools in the United

States, Canada, Europe, Asia, and Central and South

America. They have already achieved a high level of

musicianship, a knowledge of music theory and history,

and have had many years of private voice study with

major voice teachers. Singers are urged not to apply

unless they feel they have exceptional vocal and theatri-

cal qualifications and have dedicated themselves to a

professional career. All applications are reviewed by the

executive director. Applicants with insufficient experi-

ence are discouraged from applying, and applications

and fees are returned. All applicants must enter the

program by means of a formal application and audition. 

A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R M

Application and supporting documents deadline:

March 1, 2010.

• Applicants should have at least four years of college

training in music or its equivalent in private study.

• Applicants are accepted regardless of race, sex,

nationality, religion, disability, or marital status. Age

guidelines are 18–28 for women, 20–30 for men.

Exceptions are made on an individual basis, depend-

ing on the applicant’s talent and any other extenuat-

ing circumstances such as military service or having

entered the music field at a very late stage. Please

send proof of age (birth certificate, driver’s license,

etc.) when submitting an application.

• College or university transcripts are NOT required
for an audition. If accepted, applicant must submit

copies of official college or university transcripts

demonstrating scholastic competence to succeed at a

graduate level, as well as competence in music theo-

ry, ear training, language skills, music history, and

basic keyboard skills.

DO NOT SEND:

– Letters of recommendation

– Publicity materials

– CD or tape for pre-screening, if live audition is

requested

R E Q U I R E M E N T S  F O R  
F O R E I G N  A P P L I C A N T S

• AVA welcomes applications from qualified singers

from other countries. Admission requirements are

identical for all applicants, regardless of citizenship.

English proficiency is required, and is evaluated in 

the audition process. TOEFL scores are required.

Immigration regulations require all successful foreign

applicants to obtain a student visa. The Academy of

Vocal Arts is approved for attendance by artists grant-

ed either an F-1 or M-1 visa. AVA will enter interna-

tional students into the SEVIS system and provide a

SEVIS I-20 form for those students so that they may

apply for their F-1 or M-1 visas. 

• English proficiency is necessary to communicate with

teachers and coaches.

• The attached application form must be completely

filled out, mailed, or hand-delivered to The Academy

along with an $100 non-refundable application fee.

Faxed materials are not accepted.

• Application packets are reviewed by staff and an

audition date and time are assigned to the applicant.

Audition notices will be emailed to those prospective

students whose application is complete. Applicants

whose submissions are missing required information

receive an email request. Please provide a current
email address on your application and add vstarr@
avaopera.org to your address book to be sure that
your ISP accepts email from AVA.

A U D I T I O N  P R O C E S S

•  V I D E O T A P E D  A U D I T I O N

Applicants may submit a videotape of the required
audition repertoire in lieu of a live preliminary audi-
tion. All applications, fees, and videotapes must be
received by March 1, 2010. Videotaped auditions
will be reviewed by the executive director, music
director, and musical staff. Applicants will be noti-
fied in advance regarding their eligibility for the
finals in Philadelphia on March 17, 2010. Pre-
screened video applicants who advance to the
finals must perform in person for the members 
of the faculty on March 17, 2010 in Philadelphia. 
If you are auditioning live, DO NOT send a video or
audio tape.

Once you learn a role with the Maestro or any of the coaches at AVA, you can perform it anywhere—

and the music staffs at other opera companies, even the Met, are amazed at how well prepared you

are and how well you grasp the style.
—STEPHEN COSTELLO, TENOR, 

CLASS OF 2007

“
”

PH
OT

O:
 E

lle
n 

Ap
pe

l 



AVA Entrance Requirements

18

•  L I V E  A U D I T I O N

Preliminary competitive auditions will be held in
Philadelphia at The Academy of Vocal Arts on
March 15 and 16, 2010. All live preliminary audi-
tions will be videotaped. Applicants will be notified
after the finals in Philadelphia on March 17, 2010. 

•  F I N A L  A U D I T I O N S

Final auditions will take place in Philadelphia on
Wednesday, March 17, 2010 at The Academy of
Vocal Arts, 1920 Spruce Street, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Please see application form for audi-
tion locations and dates, and indicate preferred
audition date.

• Applicants must be prepared to sing five opera
arias in contrasting styles and languages. At the
audition, the applicant chooses an aria to sing,
and the panel may choose an additional aria (or
arias). Three copies of the list of arias should be
provided at the time of the audition. 

• The Academy provides an accompanist, but
applicants are permitted to bring their own. The
applicant must supply the appropriate scores at
the time of audition. 

• Applicants may warm up for thirty minutes in a
practice room before their audition. The panel is
not obliged to hear all the music that an applicant
may have prepared or to give an audition evalua-
tion. 

• Applicants will be notified by mail of the status of
their application within a few weeks following the
audition.

A P P L I C A T I O N  C H E C K L I S T

To ensure the timely processing of your application, 

please be sure you have included all of the following:

❑ Application form

❑ Résumé

❑ 8" x 10" photo

❑ Proof of age 

(copy of birth certificate, passport, or driver’s license)

❑ $100 non-refundable application fee (payable in U.S. 

dollars only) Personal checks will not be accepted after

March 1, 2010.

A P P L I C A T I O N  D E A D L I N E

March 1, 2010

P R E L I M I N A R Y  A U D I T I O N  D A T E S

Philadelphia: March 15 and 16, 2010

F I N A L S

March 17, 2010

Philadelphia, PA

P L E A S E  F I L L  O U T  A P P L I C A T I O N  
A N D  M A I L  T O :

The Academy of Vocal Arts 

1920 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103-6685 USA

Phone: 215-735-1685

Fax: 215-732-2189

www.avaopera.org

vstarr@avaopera.org



The Academy of Vocal Arts Application Form
Application form for admission during the 2010/2011 scholastic year. Please read catalog information
before filling out this application form. An 8"x10" photograph, proof of age (copy of birth certificate or driver’s

license), and an $100 non-refundable application fee (payable in U.S. dollars only) MUST accompany applica-

tion. Incomplete applications will not be accepted. Application deadline: March 1, 2010. Do not send letters

of recommendation or any publicity materials. (Please type or print)

* AVA will contact you

via email regarding

your audition. Please

be sure this address 

is current, and add

vstarr@avaopera.org

to your address book

to be sure that your

ISP will accept email

from AVA.

AUDITION INFORMATION 

NAME DATE OF APPLICATION

VOICE CATEGORY

• Date (check preference):

❑ Philadelphia—March 15, 2010         ❑ Philadelphia—March 16, 2010

REQUIRED INFORMATION

FULL LEGAL NAME (FIRST / MIDDLE / LAST)

DATE OF BIRTH AGE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

• (check one) ❑ U.S. Citizen ❑ Permanent Resident

PRESENT ADDRESS

STREET

CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY

TELEPHONE FAX

EMAIL*

PERMANENT ADDRESS (IF DIFFERENT THAN ABOVE)

STREET

CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY

TELEPHONE FAX 

Alien Registration Number

International Students: Visa Status

Nationality

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Marital status

Number of dependants

Height

Weight

PAYMENT INFORMATION 
PAYMENT DUE BY MARCH 1

❑ Check #
(PAYABLE TO THE ACADEMY OF VOCAL ARTS)

❑ Credit Card (VISA, MC, AMEX only)

#

Exp. Date

SIGNATURE (AS IT APPEARS ON CARD)

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

CHECK#

CREDIT

CASH

AUDITION DATE

LOCATION

TIME

✃



The Academy of Vocal Arts Application Form
Application deadline: March 1, 2010.

Photocopies of this application are acceptable.

General Education: Including names of institutions for undergraduate, graduate, and postgraduate work

Musical Education: Including names of voice teachers, coaches, conductors, and length of time with each

Languages: Indicate years studied and proficiency (Fluent, Excellent, Good, Poor)

Italian French

German Spanish

Other

• If English is not your native language, please indicate level of proficiency: 

❑ Fluent    ❑ Excellent    ❑ Good    ❑ Poor

• If you have taken the TOEFL, indicate score and date of test. 

TOEFL score Date

Performing Experience: Professional and other (if available, attach resume including email address)

• I became interested in The Academy of Vocal Arts through: 

❑ Former/current Student    ❑ Print Advertisement    ❑ Poster    ❑ Web site    ❑ Web Ad    ❑ Email List

❑ Other (please specify)

• Have you auditioned for The Academy of Vocal Arts in the past? ❑ Yes      ❑ No

If yes, when?

If accepted by The Academy of Vocal Arts, I acknowledge that while my tuition is free, I am responsible for 

all living expenses, including room and board, as well as personal property and health insurance costs.  

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT

THE ACADEMY

OF VOCAL ARTS

1920 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, PA 

19103-6685 USA 

Phone: 215-735-1685  

Fax: 215-732-2189

www.avaopera.org

AVA



Avenue of the Arts 
More than 20 performing arts venues such as The

Academy of Music, The Kimmel Center for the

Performing Arts, the Merriam, Prince and Wilma

Theatres (covering opera, ballet, jazz, plays, and

orchestral music) are located along this 3-mile

stretch, where theater, music and the arts come

together to form a cluster of cultural attractions that

rivals any city in the world. 

Rittenhouse Square
AVA is located one block south of Rittenhouse

Square, the city’s most desirable neighborhood.

The square’s many great restaurants, sidewalk cafés

and bookstores are a big attraction.

Fairmount Park
The nation’s largest landscaped city park, this is a

mecca for students, athletes and art lovers. With

8,900 acres and 100 miles of jogging trails, you’ll

find works by Remington, Rodin and other artists

throughout the park. Many students come here to

rent bikes, boats or rollerblades. Others just sit

along the river, catch some rays and read.

Italian Market and South Philly
Dubbed “the world’s largest outdoor market,” this

one-of-a-kind experience dates back to the mid-

1800s. Students often venture here for a real Italian

meal, a “water ice,” or to soak up the South Philly

atmosphere. Head over to 9th and Passyunk at 

any hour for the most famous of Philly foods: 

a cheesesteak. South Philly is also the home of

Philadelphia’s great sports teams—The Phillies’

Citizen’s Bank Park, the Eagles’ Lincoln Financial

Field, and the Flyers and 76ers’ Wachovia Center.

All are easily accessible by public transportation.

Old City/Historic District
Philly students don’t just read about American his-

tory—they go see it firsthand. “America’s Most

Historic Mile” is a great experience at any age.

Nearby is also where Philly’s art scene ignites on the

“First Friday” of each month. Not to be missed.

South Street/Penn’s Landing
South Street’s 11 blocks of funky shops, galleries,

restaurants and clubs are where Philly’s student

population merges and mingles all week long.

Referred to in song as “the hippest street in town,”

South Street leads right to Penn’s Landing, a water-

front park that, among other things, hosts more

than 70 outdoor events and concerts each year, and

most events are free.

University City
With over 40,000 students from the University of

Pennsylvania, Drexel University, and The Uni -

versity of the Sciences in Philadelphia, students def-

initely rule. This neighborhood mixes urban life

with tree-lined streets and historic Victorian homes,

and it’s quickly becoming the Harvard Square of the

Mid-Atlantic. Located just across the Schuylkill

River from downtown, University City is home to

the Institute of Contemporary Art, Annenberg

Performance Center, and Penn’s Archaeology

Museum. U City also boasts top restaurants, like

Pod, Rx, and The White Dog Café, as well as a dizzy-

ing array of ethnic eateries offering up the true 

flavors of India, Africa, and Southeast Asia.

Why Live and Study in Philadelphia?
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The Giargiari Bel Canto Competition 
Oct 6  | Perelman Theater, Kimmel Center

Verdi // Falstaff
Nov 13, 17, 19  | AVA’s Helen Corning Warden Theater
Nov 21  | Central Bucks South High School
Nov 23  | Centennial Hall, The Haverford School

An Evening Of Russian Romances
Dec 15 and 17 | AVA’s Helen Corning Warden Theater

Operatic Masterpieces In Concert
Jan 29 and 30  | Perelman Theater, Kimmel Center
Feb 2  | Centennial Hall, The Haverford School

R. Strauss // Capriccio 
Feb 20, 23, 25, and 27; Mar 2 | AVA’s Helen Corning Warden Theater

Jubilate! A Concert Of Sacred Music
Mar 7 | Church of the Holy Trinity
Mar 13  | Proclamation Presbyterian Church
Mar 14  | Haddonfield United Methodist Church

BrAVA Philadelphia!
Gala 75th Anniversary Concert 
Mar 31  | Verizon Hall, Kimmel Center

Puccini // La bohème 
May 1, 4, 6  | AVA’s Helen Corning Warden Theater
May 8  | Central Bucks South High School
May 11 and 13  | Centennial Hall, The Haverford School
May 15  | Walter K. Gordon Theater at Rutgers-Camden

2009 / 2010 Season Calendar

Academy of 
Vocal Arts

The Academy of Vocal Arts • 1920 Spruce Street • Philadelphia, PA 19103-6685 USA
phone 215-735-1685 • fax 215-732-2189 • web www.avaopera.org




